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HEROI
What is Heroin? 
Heroin is a highly addictive drug derived from morphine, which is ob
the opium poppy. It is a "downer" or depressant that affects the brain
systems and interferes with the brain's ability to perceive pain.  
 

What are the street names/slang terms for Heroin? 
Big H, Blacktar, Brown sugar, Dope, Horse, Junk, Mud, Skag, Smac
 

What does it look like? 
White to dark brown powder or tar-like substance. Although purer he
“cut” with other drugs or with substances such as sugar, starch, pow
 

How is it used? 
Heroin can be used in a variety of ways, depending on user preferen
into a vein ("mainlining"), injected into a muscle, smoked in a water 
regular cigarette, inhaled as smoke through a straw, known as "chas
 

What are its short-term effects?  
The short-term effects of heroin abuse appear soon after a single do
heroin, the user reports feeling a surge of euphoria ("rush") accomp
heavy extremities. Following this initial euphoria, the user goes "on t
Mental functioning becomes clouded due to the depression of the ce
slurred speech, slow gait, constricted pupils, droopy eyelids, impaire
pleasure or indifference to sex, and reduced appetite. 
 

What are its long-term effects?  
Long-term effects of heroin appear after repeated use for some peri
infection of the heart lining and valves, abscesses, cellulites, and liv
types of pneumonia, may result from the poor health condition of the
respiration. In addition to the effects of the drug itself, street heroin m
in clogging the blood vessels that lead to the lungs, liver, kidneys, or
patches of cells in vital organs. With regular heroin use, tolerance de
achieve the same intensity or effect. As higher doses are used over 
physical dependence, the body has adapted to the presence of the d
reduced or stopped. Withdrawal, which in regular abusers may occu
produces drug craving, restlessness, muscle and bone pain, insomn
bumps ("cold turkey"), kicking movements ("kicking the habit"), and 
between 48 and 72 hours after the last dose and subside after abou
users who are in poor health can be fatal. 
 

What is its federal classification?  
Schedule I 
 

Source  
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) & National Institute on Drug
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